
Greetings Members and Friends!  

One word sums up this summer, well, maybe two:  HOT & HUMID!  I think itõs been quite some time since 

weõve strung out so many 90 degree days.  While I was not particularly thrilled with the humidity, my corn, 

tomatoes and zucchini were incredibly happy and productive!  So here is the latest ôIn My Yardõ update.  Sad-

ly, those darn squirrels found the corn again this year and went on the attack.  But not before I was able to 

harvest at least 10 ears.  The stalks will be cut, dried and used for fall decorating around the house.  The zuc-

chini exhausted itself with all the production and is now being transformed into many loaves of zucchini 

bread & zucchini ôpastaõ dishes.  The tomatoes, well, theyõll comeéI was quite late getting my garden in this 

year (3 rd  week of June, yikes!).  My husband wanted to know if Iõd be wearing a winter jacket to harvest 

them???  Lol.  

Eventually, Mother Nature will give way to cooler temps and there is still plenty  of growing season left.  For 

the cool weather vegetable gardens consider Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower & Green onions.  Did you know 

these veggies can withstand temps that drop as low as 15 degrees Fahrenheit?  Yes indeed!  And donõt forget 

the Lettuce, Kale, Radishes and Swiss Chard.  For your fall flower containers, consider Asters, Millet, Mums, 

flowering Kale, Pansies and Black -Eyed Susan.  If you want color to last well into the season, especially with 

mums, look for the bloom times.  I just purchased mums that will bloom mid and late September and others 

that will bloom late October.   

And finally, my ôIn the Yardõ fowl update.  As I was sitting on the deck one afternoon, one of 

the resident hawks came gliding by.  In hot pursuit were four Red -Winged black birds and 

three sparrows screeching.  I suspect the hawk was not a welcome visitor in their neighbor-

hood and they were escorting him home.  The next thing I saw was incredible.  The hawk,    

apparently not moving fast enough for the sparrows, was now being ôpushedõ in mid-air!  Those 

little guys were coming right up behind and literally poking the hawk, well, in his behind!  The 

hawk actually lurched forward.  After a couple of pokes, I guess the hawk decided heõd had 

enough funédipped his left wing and flew out of site.  Fun in my yardé 

If you missed the last few meetings, Iõd like to remind you of the three (3) Board positions coming to term in 

January and the current incumbents:  

President ð Laura Sewall  Programs ð Mary Sue Fornari  Treasurer -  Cheryl Svee 

I do hope youõll consider ôthrowing your hat in the ringõ this fall.  The club is always looking for new, fresh 

ideas! 

As you design your fall gardens, let us be reminded of our dear members that, due to illness, will not be able 

to do the same.  Let us all keep them in our thoughts and prayers.  

Fall is upon us, and the Holidays wonõt be far behind!  Iõm looking forward to the remaining activities we 

have together as a club this year!  If you have ideas for our November ôCraftõ donation, please bring them to 

the September meeting.  Donõt forget the Farmerõs Market!  BGC has a final table on 9/20/18.  Be sure to stop 

by! 

I wish you much joy with your Fall gardensé  I look forward to seeing you soon.     

Laura Sewall  
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June  ñ   Alyse Cohen 

Burman, co -owner of The 

Wildbird Shack at the 

Spring Valley Nature   

Center discussed how to 

attract migratory birds to 

our yards.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July ñNannette Kalscheur, Plant & Pesticide Specialist with the Illinois 

Dept. of Agriculture shared her wealth of knowledge on pest and disease 

problems in our landscape.  Sadly, pretty sure I have Jumping Worms in 

my garden.  

 

 

 

 

August ñ Shawna Coronado presented her 

program on Living Walls and Vertical Gardening.   

 

 

Thank you to Mary Sue Fornari, Linda Martin and Sandy Kappeler for their hard work in scheduling 

our program speakers.  They have just been wonderful this year!  
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