
Hello dear members and friends,  

 

What a strange summer this has been - first too cold and rainy, then waaay tooo hot and 

steamy, and now (as I write this) colder than usual! Oh well, this is after all Chicago and I 

guess if we just wait a day or two, it will surprise us once again.    

 

I do hope that all of you have had an enjoyable summer and that your gardens have been      

productive regardless of the weather. I have enjoyed seeing many of you at the meetings and 

have been delighted at the number of guests we have had! We really have had some remarkable 

speakers - thanks so much Laurie!   

 

As most of you know, I have moved from Bloomingdale! I still cannot believe it, I have as I lived 

there for fifty years!! I am now a resident of Carol Stream! I know that I do not have another 

fifty years ahead of me, so this is my transition before I eventually go to Indiana to live closer  

to my daughter Nikki and grandsons. But not yet!!! I still have more to do at work and at our 

wonderful club.  

 

And speaking of our club - I hope that you are all looking forward to the Fall season as I am. 

Beautiful colors, pumpkins!! sweaters!! the fun of Halloween and family time at Thanksgiving! 

And the end of the season for our Community Garden which has done so well this year - thanks 

to Gail and her Committee and all of you who have contributed time and effort in watering and 

weeding.   

 

Although I have done this already, I want to once again thank 

each and every one of you for your cards, calls and lovely words 

of condolence at the passing of my dear sister Paddy in  South 

Africa. It happened just before my move and really made the 

weekend very difficult    and very sad for me. Your friendship 

and all the help I received - all the love I felt - made such a dif-

ference. Thank you so much!  

 

You are truly a wonderful group  

Joyce  
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Presidentõs Prose 

òEverything that slows us down and forces patience, everything that sets us back 

into the slow circles of nature, is a help.  Gardening is an instrument of grace.ó      

ñMay Sarton  
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June  ñ  Sharon Yiesla ñ Hydrangeas are Hot  

 Sharon presented a great program on Hydrangeas, pointing out the differences 

in the species, specific pruning requirements and the best places to plant your 

Hydrangea.  

 

July ñ Mike Nowak ñ That Ainõt No Way to Treat a Tree 

Mike entertained us with his knowledge of how we should plant and landscape 

around our trees.  Do mulch around them, but be sure to keep the mulch pulled 

away from the trunk of the tree.  Mike informed us of the Ramorum Blight which 

can cause sudden death of Oak trees.  Chicagoland is full of Oaks so we need to be 

vigilant.  

 

August ñ Marcy Lautanen -Raleigh ñBe a Herbal Gourmet  

Marcy gave an outstanding presentation on how to grow and use our herbs.  Her 

sense of humor was a delight.  

Fruit Ripening Tips 

*Mangoes buried in a bag of rice will ripen far faster.  Thatõs because mangoesñand 

many other fruits ñproduce a gas called ethylene that causes ripening, and the rice 

traps the gas.  The same chemistry explains why ripening accelerates when          

ethylene -sensitive fruits are stored in a paper bag.  The trick works on peaches, 

pears, plums, tomatoes, and avocados, but not on berries, oranges, or pineapples.  

Add a banana to the bag to speed the process.  

*Avocados donõt ripen when warmed in the oven.  The flesh will soften but turn slimy.    

Instead, use the rice or bag method and place in a warm part of the kitchen.  

*Bananas often come with their stems wrapped in plastic, ostensibly 

to slow the ripening process.  We found, though, that ripening isnõt 

affected by the plastic or by separating the bananas.  To stop ripening, 

refrigerate them instead.  

*Apples  Store apples separate from carrots and other veggies.  They 

produce ethylene gas, which affects the quality, longevity and flavor of òneighbors.ó 

 

 

Submitted to Joyce Basel by Mark Rosenthal, via Real Simple.com  
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Correspondence  

May 30, 2019 

Dear members of the Bloomingdale Garden Club, 

Thank you for your generous donation of flowers.  We have used 

them to fill the planters at the entrances to our church building and 

parish center.  They provide a bright welcome to all who enter. 

The members of St Luke Catholic Church, Carol Stream 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

June 19, 2019 

Dear Ms. Basel, 

On behalf of the DuPage Care Center Foundation, thank you for continued support of our resident 

gardens. 

Your generous yearly gift of flowers for our in-ground beds and resident gardenersô plots is very 

much appreciated.  Also, we are very grateful for the Bloomingdale Garden Club membersô gifts of 

time and talent to plant the in-ground beds and containers. 

Your support helps us to achieve our mission to enhance the quality of life programs and services 

offered to the residents of the Center. We count ourselves fortunate to have you as an integral part 

of the resident gardens.  Each and every member of the Bloomingdale Garden Club truly makes a 

difference in the lives of the Care Center residents. 

Once again, thank you for your continued generosity. 

Sincerely, Ray Valadez, Foundation Board President 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

June 25, 2019 

Dear Joyce and Members of the Bloomingdale Garden Club, 

The Memorial Day Remembrance Committee would like to express its appreciation for your dona-

tion of carnations for this yearôs Memorial Day event.  It is so much larger than when we started 20 

years ago, but we feel it is even more important today than it was back then.  The flowers you     

provide give the attendees an opportunity to participate in the morningôs program, and we owe you  

a huge that you for being so generous throughout all twenty years. 

Your organization has our deepest gratitude. 

Sincerely, Kandy Jones, Memorial Day Remembrance Committee 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
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The club will be making Snowmen Centerpieces for 

the West Suburban Care Center for their dining 

room tables this upcoming holiday season.  This 

will happen at the November 12 meeting.  Please 

plan on attending to help out with this project.  It is 

fun and members will be able to make one for 

themselves. Please save 3ó jar lids for this project. 

Upcoming Craft Project Cantigny Garden Events 

Wednesday, September 11  

Gardens Bike Tour, Visitors Center, 5:30 pm  

Cyclists from Cantigny Horticulture will escort visitors 

on a leisurely ride with plenty of stops at different  

areas of the gardens and other park attractions. Adults 

and children ages 10 and up welcome. Group size is 

limited. Advance registration required at Cantigny.org 

or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).  

 

Thursday, September 12  

Monarch Butterfly Tagging, Pollinator Garden,  

1 pm  

Assist the Monarch Watch organization in tracking 

these fascinating and beautiful insects on their        

migration journeys! All ages welcome. Free with paid 

parking ($5).  

 

Sunday, September 15  

Jewelry & Accessories Show, Visitors Center,    

10 am to 4 pm  

Cantignyõs annual Jewelry & Accessories Show show-

cases an array of handcrafted items from local artists. 

Free with parking ($10).  

 

Thursday, September 19  

Garden Walk on the Wild Side, Visitors Center,   

1 pm  

New for 2019, this tour by Cantigny Horticulture takes 

place monthly through October, on the third Thursday. 

Staff members will choose personal favorite plants and 

share information about them ña bit of science,    

growing advice and maybe a fun fact. Register at   

Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with parking ($5). 

Note:  this is a monthly event on the third Thursday.  

 

Evening Garden Stroll, Visitors Center, 5 pm  

Enjoy a one-hour summer garden tour, conducted by 

the parkõs Master Gardener docents. Free with paid 

parking ($5).   

 

Saturday, September 21  

Putting Your Garden to Bed, Visitors Center,      

9 am  

Learn how to prepare your garden for winter at this 

two-hour outdoor session. Cantigny Horticultureõs   

Samantha Peckham will offer advice on what needs to 

be pruned, cut -back, mulched, watered, rodent -proofed 

and more.  Free with paid parking ($10).  

 

All but the jewelry show require registration at            

Cantigny.org  

Upcoming  2019 Programs  

 

  September 17  

Kay McKeen  

SCARCE  

Founding Gardeners,  

Sustainability & Recycling  
 

October 15  

Cindy Tyley  

Tips for the Lazy Gardener  

 

November 12  

Holiday Nursing Home Craft  

Snowmen Centerpieces  

 

December 10  

Club Christmas Party  

Details will come later in the fall.  

 

Meeting Reminders:  

We start with a social time at 6:15 PM,      

followed by a business meeting.                  

Programs will begin at approximately       

7:00-7:15 PM. 


